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Zines are unofficial publications devoted
to matters that you consider important.
They can be about music, hobbies, per-
sonal matters, social issues, about things
that nobody wants to talk about and ones
that should be spoken about loudly. They
can be comics, photos, texts, poetry...

Read zines, make zines, support indepen-
dent, free voices.
Download more free zines from
www.gniazdoswiatow.net

International Zine Month

July 2025

Ay jo 2010j Aq 210w 93o1OU0d prure Jupsrsiod
‘SIOATAINS UBQIN dIYDRY] "Il ‘S991) 9[\I] "S9aI}
9SOV} JO 9PeYS J} UL 2I9YMIUIOS OUI(] dUO pue
‘Burssoxd syyed omy A[[erai| ‘sqniys awos ‘soax)
jo dumpo e “arenbs [rews y ‘uorssaxdur ue ayew
3,UpIp BaIk 9y} “UsY} Uy} J93Ie] SOWT} [BI9AdS MOU
sem JesAW [ jey 3oej af} 10§ SUrUNodde UaAd ‘AT
-rear uy 19831q UaAd 10 “MIeJ 91NN Ur punoid
-Kerd ayy avy11 3yB1x 3snl “ofqeazis aymb aq 3snwr on
-ed oy} jey) pawnsse “a10j19Y) ‘puru YsIpIyd AN
“I9[[eWS SWaas SUTIAIDAS ‘DA0qe WOIJ UIdS UM
jey} mawy | ‘eueldire ue Ul MI[J Jey} USY dAeIq
oy noqe saypowrpuerd Awr Aq pear aey Axrey ayy
woiy g ‘Aury payoo[ pey aoerd ay} ‘@roqe woL]
*SJUDI]D DIUTIAJO] 10J SSI]

yonw ‘oyyen uernsapad 10j papusjur AJuressaoau
j,uaraMm Aapy y3noyy ‘sioop sse[d rele oy ySnoayy
no paddrs pue “‘saysip Awr paurnjar ‘e)sey ur ur
-yea paysiuy [ "Aoq S[NI[ B SeM | UdYM W pajeu
-1sey os pey jey; aoerd [eonpAw ‘resrdewr 4a109s
9y, ‘oned ay ‘s1o1owr USZOP [eIaAdS JO Ty e
WOIJ JOU Pue [9A3] 943 Je “9f1] Awr Ur awr) ISI1y 9y}
103 “mes T 104 “aoefd sy ojur padwn( Ausppns A10
-W_dW pauopuede ‘JUeuLiop e pue peay Aw pasrer
[ “uayy 3snl puy "ednes I} pue Jeaw YIIM Sa03e}
-od paysew Surmoaap A[rsey “era1ayed ayj ur jes |
‘JesAwr sauo 19831q uaAd pasn

Bartek BiedrzycRi

pue uaas pey [—[[e je a31e] 0S },uaIom A3y} mauy
Apeaire | mou y3noyp ‘s1oyeas[e padie[ua asoyy jo
dUO UT JOO[J PunoId ay} 0} UMop juam | ‘passed
pue sured Inoy youny aiy ‘A[[eury S[onIjs uoou uaiy}
‘umep je amy) pareadde apy “JEsi Surduoord
SeM [eALLIE JO [ENJLI ) 9sNedaq ‘A[AIOdJJour Se
A[paururialop se “prrom ayy oyur Aem oy Surysnd
I9)y3nep Ino pue ayim AW YJIM DIUIA[OJ 93 e
dn papua ap) “orejydnoroyy e 03 3xau YL 4oLy
-SIp PJO 9y} Ul SuIp[ing e jo juswaskq ay} Ul jnq
“I00[ Y312 3} U0 J0u Y3noy ‘901530 umo Awr pey
pue jnpe ue usaq Suoy pey jEsAur | *Arowawr Aux
woly jou y3noyy ‘voneurdewt Awr woty paread
-desip osfe 31 ‘“mopurm 1oy puryeq woiy paread
-destp oned ayy “OrurpA[og 9y} Jo sSuim usam)
-9(q ‘SIOO[] Ud29M]dq PIIdpuem DYJO S IdIour
AN “JTey e pue om], ‘sapedap uayy ‘passed sreax

‘uaddey A[renjuass pnom 31 ‘o1
08 pmod auo J1 jey) 39y | ‘senbar 10 se 3 upIp
‘I9)jew Jey) 10j ‘T "9s[o SUuIyIaWos JO aIed e} 0}
pey am ‘op 03 s3uny} a1om aray) ‘A1my e ur skemye
9I9M M —UOISEIDO UL IIAIU SEM I} MOYIUWIOS
‘puo 3y} U] 31 Op 9M Jey} dse UaAd },upIp | 1ey}
PaIYSI[op pue PaAOW OS SEM | “P[NOD SUO ‘SIA Jey}
Ppaeay pue 219} UMOP 05 P[Nod JUO ISIYM PIXSe
[ ‘S)SIA a1el a) jo auo Jurmp ‘UaYp Apre[ndax
J1 0} pawanjar uonjeurdewr pue Arourouwr y3noyjre
‘oned ay) Jo mara ay) uo saks Aur jseay 0] senTuny

My mother worked at the Military Polyclinic,
which belonged to the Department of Internal Af-
fairs. She had an office on the eighth floor, which
for me—a kid from the outskirts where houses
had at most one floor, rarely two, and the tallest
residential blocks in the workers” housing estate
across the river were four stories—was remark-
able. From the eighth floor, you could see the
world and everything else. Especially from the
eighth floor in the capital city, because that’s
where the Military Polyclinic of the Department
of Internal Affairs was located. Moreover, the
eighth floor wasn’t even the last one, so the very
vision of what could be seen from higher floors
caused actual dizziness. I would get chills just
thinking about how it would be to see the fam-
ily suburbia from such a height. This was quite a
bit higher than the military radio communication
mast at the outpost among the fields beyond the
town, there where the experimental crop fields
began, along with drainage ditches, meadows,
and rows of poplars.

In the capital city, there were no rows of poplars
or drainage ditches. Fields also stretched only for
a while when you rode the suburban bus. Then
there were trams, cobblestones, asphalt, shop
windows, post-war tenements, and all that bustle.
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I write about trams and not buses or subway, be-
cause it was precisely by tram that you traveled
from the terminus of the suburban bus to the hos-
pital where my mother worked, on Astronauts
Avenue. Then a huge gate with a porter’s lodge, an
enormous hall, long corridors, and elevators —un-
usual ones, large, wide as a table set for Christmas
Eve, because they had to accommodate patient
gurneys, after all. And then finally the eighth floor
and windows from floor to ceiling, like in Cloud
City on Bespin, except not in the clouds.

From these windows, you could see everything
and the whole world besides. From one corridor
you could see the skyscrapers in the center, from
the other side trams running along Astronauts
Avenue, from the third the wall of the neighbor-
ing wing of the Polyclinic. On the last side were
offices with windows facing the interior of the
building. And it was the view from these win-
dows that fascinated me most. Because when you
looked down, there below your feet, bounded on
all sides by the hospital buildings, like a court-
yard-well in a pre-war tenement block, a secret
garden revealed itself to my fascinated, several-
year-old eyes.

“It's a small patio,” my mother said when I first
saw this wonder of wonders and asked her about
it.



